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A SHORT 
V 43 K. W 
=—_ _— 
STATE of AFFAIRS, &c. 


_ OST Ah THER BEI 84 | 3 
HE Treaty of Seville is at length publiſh- 
ed, with ſome learned Obſervations upon 
it by a Gentleman, who is ſuppoſed to 

— have no ſmall Share in the Contrivance of 
this wonderful Scheme, which hath brought the King 

of Spain to a juſt Senſe of his own Intereſt. „ 
He ſeems to confeſs, in the Warmth of his Joy 
upon this Occaſion, that he hath been under ſome 
Apprehenſions for the Event of theſe Negotiations, 
from the 21 Intentions of thoſe Men, who have 4 long 
labour d to obſtruct them. I cannot help rejoicing, ſays he, 
at this Diſappointment, which hath at once deſtroy d all 
the pleaſing Proſpects of Power and Revenge, wits 
which hey had for ſome Time flatter'd T hemſelves. I 
heartily congratulate Him upon being thus freed from 
all his Anxieties, and hope that, for the future, He 
will leep in Peace, RG | „ 
He tells us (without any Kind of Vaniiy, Prejudice, 
or ſel fa Views) that this Treaty contains a juſt, ſolid, 
laſting, honourable and 3 Peace; and we 
3 2 may 


(4) 


may defy the greateſt Stateſman in the World to 
make one that can deſerve better Epithets. The Word 
general only is wanting, by one Acceſſion more, to ren- 
der it a compleat Maſterpiece of Politicks . 11 k. 
He proves it to be juſt, by yang that it would be 
unjuſt inthe Emperour not to accede to it. It is Iike- 


wiſe juſt on another Account in making the Spaniards | 


Reſtitution for all the Damages, which we did them 
almoſt zavelve Years ago, by deftroying their Fleet in the 
Mediterranean ; without infiſting upon a Shilling from 
them, for the great Charge they put us to, not ic 
Years ago, in defending Gibraltar. Secondly, It is a 
ſolid Peace, being made of ſubſtantial Materials; and 
therefore we hope nobody will attempt to break it. 
T kirdly, It is {aſting, as may be demonſtrated from 


the firft Article of it; in which it is poſitively ſaid that 


it ſhall be from this Time and for ever. Fourthly, It is 
honourable; for what can redound more to the Honour 
and Glory of a Nation than diſpoſing of Kingdoms, 


which do not belong to it, 20 aum, and in what Man- 


ger we pleaſe? It is ſtill more honourable and generous 
to exerciſe this Power towards an Enemy, who hath 
but ill deſerved ſuch a Favour at our Hands; and 
avhat ought to give us the utmoſt Satisfaction (according 
to this judicicus Writer ) is to obſerve the Readineſs and 
Cordiality, quith which He was pleaſed to accept of it. 
Laſtly, It is an advantageous Peace ; and that will ap- 
ar in ſeveral Particulars. | 
First, With Relation to Gibraltar, which is not 
given up to the Spaniards, as our Enemies ſuggeſted ; 
the Nord Gibraltar being not ſo much as mentioned 
in the whole Treaty ; and yet that important Fortreſs is 
wonderfully ſecured to us a this Treaty ; not in plain 


'erms indeed, like the Succeſſion of Den Carlos; nor 
under the Name of foreign Acquifitions or Poſſeſſions, 
as it was in the Treaty cf Hanover; but, in a very mi- 
niſterial Manner, by the Confirmation of all former 
Treaties and Conventions; amongſt which is the ny. 
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of Madrid in 1721; except the pretended ſecret Article 
of it, upon which the Spaniards found their Claim to 
that Place, though without any particular Specification. - 

Secondly, this is an advantageous Peace to Great-Bri- 


ain, with Regard to Trade; which is to be fettled, in 


Caſe all the Conditions of the Treaty are fulfilled, upon 
its antient Foundation; and as to the Loſſes of our 
Merchants, they are to be left to the Deciſion of Com- 
miſſaries, half Exgliſb and half Spaniards, who are o- 


bliged to finiſh their Commiſſion within ſo ſhort a 


Time as three Vears, and without giving our Merchants 
any further Trouble than going to the Court of Spain, 
and proving their Loſſes to the Satisfaction of the 
Spaniſh Commiſſaries, as well as the Engliſh; for though 
no Arbitrators are appointed to decide the Differences 
between them, which may very probably ariſe upon 
this Occaſion ; yet conſidering the Readineſs and Cor- 
diality, with which his Catholick Majeſty enter'd into 
this Treaty, on Account of the Succeſſion of Don Car- 
los and Reſtitution for the Loſs of his Fleet in the Medi- 
terranean; we can make no Doubt that He will give 


his Commiſſaries Inſtruction to make our Merchants ea- 


ſy on this Account. : 

I am the more willing to believe this, hecauſe our 
moſt judicious Author ſays, that it hath frequently been 
the hard Fate of his Majeſty's Trading Subjects, to be 
the Victims of National Quarrels, and to be left, at the 
Concluſion of a Peace, with ut any Compenſation for the 
Calamities, which the preceeding Diſturbances had brought 
aon them; for unleſs his Catholic Afajefty ſhould be 
pleaſed to give his Commiſſaries ſome Inſtructions of 
this Nature, I think it would be much hetter for 
them to fir down contented with their frf Laſſes, ra- 
ther than put themſelves to the Expence of going to 
the Court of Spain, on the precarious Hopes of proving 
them to the Satisfaction of the Spaniſh Commiſſaries. 

We have nothing therefore left but to perſuade his 
{aperial Majeſty, either by Force or otherwiſe, to 2 

ent 


(6) 

ſent to the Introduction of Don Carlos into Italy with 
Spaniſh Troops and the Abolition of the Offend Company; 
to compole our Differences with the Northern Croauns; 
and to prevail on the French King, our good Ally, to 
| pu a Stop to the Reparation of Dux RIx K; I ſay we 

ave only theſe Points left to be ſettled, in order to 
put ourſelves on the ſame Foot (excepting our Expen- 
ces and the Diverſion of ſome valuable Branches of 
our Trade into other Channels) as we were about four 
or foe Years ago. | 

And yet; juſt, ſolid, Iafting, honourable, and advan- 
tageous as this Treaty hath been proved to be, by the 
vorthy Writer before- mentioned; it is with great Grief 
I obſerve that He was a true Prophet in fore-telling 
that bis wicked Enemies would endeavour to depreciate 
it. Mock-Panegyricksupon it have been already hawk'd 
about our Streets. One Pamphlet hath been publiſhed 
and others are threaten'd, which put a Senſe upon it, 
very different from this Author, I refer the Reader 
to Them, and ſhall finiſh this Subje& with a Letter 
that I lately received from a Gentleman, who writes 
in Behalf of the Britiſh Soldiery. | | 


7 CALEB D'ANVERS, Zh, . 
Ar. D'Anvers, : 


at Seville, arrive here, than his Majeſty ſhew'd 
an early Inſtance of his Goodneſs to his People, by 
ordering an immediate Reduction of 5000 of the Land 


Forces in Britain, as tending to an Eaſe of the Publick 


Expence, which of late Years has run to ſo great a 
Heighth as to make every Body rejoice to ſee the leaſt 
Proſpect of a Diminution of their Burihen. 

But what I have more particularly remark'd upon 
this Occaſion is the general Bent of People againſt 
maintaining of Foreign Forces in Engliſh Pay; Oy 

| | | | they 


A, 1] O ſooner did the Articles of Peace, lately fign'd 


C73 


they, if there is a Neceſſity of keeping up an Army 


in the Nortb, notwithſtanding a Peace in the South, why 


' ſhould one be kept uſeleſs at Home, and not to be 


employed where Honour calls or theService requires? 
Why ſhould Foreigners take the Bread out of the 
Mouths of Engliſomen:—— Why ſhould the Trading 
Part of the Nation ſuffer ſuch a Loſs in vending ſo 
much of the Engliſh Manufacturę and other Commo- 
dities, as ſuch a Body of Engliſb __ muſt neceſſarily 
every Year conſume ? for many Trades muſt be em- 

loyed in equipping one brave Engliſh Soldier of fix 

oot high from Head to Foot. Such and ſuch like 
are the common Topicks at this Time. | 

There are many more Arguments to be urged for 
maintaining this Propoſition. We have ſeen, of late 
Years, many Occaſions of Jevying of Troops and of 
disbanding them again. Happy would it be for the 
World, if there were no ſuch Occaſions at all; but 
thac Princes might reign in the Hearts of their Sub- 
jects, and think them their beft Guards However, 
if the Fate of Affairs makes it hecome neceſſary, let 
us enter into the plain Merits of the Cauſe. 

It is not only very chargeable to the Nation at firſt 
to raiſe an Army at 31. a Han and 15 l. a Horſe, or 
more by Way of Levy Money; but it is likewiſe ſo in 
reducing them again by allowing Bounty Money and o- 
ther Gifts to the Soldiers upon disbanding, as well as 
Half- Pay to the Officers disbanded; and when this 


comes to be a Caſe often repeated of raiſing one Tear 


and dishanding the next, and "af" again, the third, 
erhaps at every Ebbing and Flowing of the Tide of 
hings, as we have almoſt ſeen to be the Caſe, the. 
Difference of ſaving to the Publick in keeping the 
Engliſh Soldiery on Foot, till a glerious and laſting 
Peace is eſtabliſh'd, or of disbanding them for a Time 
only, cannot be very great; but to disband our o 
Countrymen and maintain Foreigners in Pap, at the ſame 
Time, is what ſticks in Eugliſb Stomachs and may be 
call d a Saving that tends to Poverty. Ir, 


68) 
In this ate Reduction it has been obſerveable that 
there never was ſo much Heart- burning and grum- 
bling among the Officers, to whoſe unhappy Fate it 
fell ro be disbanded as at this Time; by ſeeing them- 
ſelves reduced to Half-Pay ; at the ſame Time that 
Foreigners are continu'd in whole Pay upon the Engliſh 
Eſtabliſhment. „„ ' | 
Suppoſe therefore (if there ſhould be Occaſion) 
that inſtead of the Heſſians, or other Foreign Forces, 
there were the like Number of Subject Troops ſent over 
Sea, where Military People are not ſuch a Terror as in 
Old England (a Draught which the Britiſb and Iriſh 
Eftabliſhments ſeem to be ſtill capable of bearing up- 
on the Peace concluded with Spain) 1t would not only 
be carrying the Honour of the Engliſh Arms — 
and an Eaſe of the Charge of ſo many Foreigners, 
who might be diſmiſſed from Engliſh Pay, but be a 
great Advantage to Trading People at Home, whoſe 
Cries are very loud at this Time, a leſſening like- 
wiſe of the Half-Pay, by providing for thoſe Gen- 
tlemen again, as faſt as Vacancies happen in ſuch Re- 
giments Abroad as well as at Home ; and alſo by re- 
cruiting the ſaid Regiments with Soldiers from Time 
to Time from England, great Numbers of Yagrants 
and idle Perſons would be drawn off, and be a Means 
of reducing the Number of Highwaymen and Street- 
Robbers about Town, and other Pilferers and Poachers 
in the Country, who now infeſt the Nation, and leave 
mofe room for the People remaining to get an honeſt 
Livelihood. i | 
Theſe, Mr. D' Anvers, IT find to be the Sentiments 
of moſt People at this Juncture and are communica- 
ted to you by Pos TS | 
| Your Humble Servant, 
E9NDON, Jan, 5. ANGLICANUS: 
1730. 
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